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© Clementi & Terrill 

Theme/Topic + Essential Question 

Theme/Topic Contemporary Life: Vacation Time

Essential 
Question

Why travel? What is an ideal vacation?

What are the unit goals? Contemporary Life: Vacation Time
Why travel? What is an ideal vacation? (NH/IL)

Can Do Statements
Toolbox

Language Functions
I can….

Related Structures/
Patterns

Priority 
Vocabulary

talk about the benefits of 
vacation

I take a vacation to..
learn, help others, reduce stress,
relax, volunteer, practice a sport

• high frequency verbs related 
to travel/vacation

• clothing, travel needs
• weather expressions
• expressions related to 

vacation
• destinations - mountains, 

rivers, beaches
• directional phrases - N, S, E, 

W, close to
• reasons for taking vacation 

talk about where I and others 
want to go and ask for and give 
reasons.

to want
because
I like/don’t like to…(activities)

share details on future vacations 
- where, with whom, when, etc. 

interrogatives
near future - going to…

share details on past vacations -
where, with whom, when, etc. 

interrogatives
high frequency verbs related to
vacation, travel

state how I felt about a vacation 
and react to what others say 
about their vacations.

It was….
descriptive adjectives

compare how people spend 
vacation time in other cultures

prepositions with countries
impersonal pronoun
Here…but in (country), they….

See unit template for additional
functions.

This is the first section where 
there may be differences by 
language. 
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Find – Hamden Discussion Comments, Select a recorder

1. What questions or comments do you have about the level 1 units? 

2. What questions or comments do you have about the level 2 units? 3. How many units do you think should be taught in level 3? In level 4?
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Using art, literature, film in thematic units

Grade Literary Informational

4 50% 50%

8 45% 55%

12 30% 70%

Remember: AP uses informational text, AP Spanish Literature suggests reading excerpts.

Science and Technology: Our Curious Selves
Why does man explore?

4. What are current level 3 units that really work well? 

• Communicatively Purposeful

• Culturally Focused

• Intrinsically Interesting

• Cognitively Engaging

• Standards-Based

5. What level 3 units should be part of the curriculum? 

6. What are current level 4 units that really work well? 

• Communicatively Purposeful

• Culturally Focused

• Intrinsically Interesting

• Cognitively Engaging

• Standards-Based

7. What level 4 units should be part of the curriculum? 
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What might work for an implementation plan?

2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/2021 2021/22

Level 1 Write and Pilot Implement

Level 2
Finalize Units
and Write

Pilot Implement

Level 3 Determine Units Write Pilot Implement

Level 4 Determine Units Write Pilot Implement

Level 5 Determine Units Write Pilot Implement


